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The 2017 Carbon Neutral Action Report
The 2017 Carbon Neutral Action Report contains
Vancouver Island University emissions profile, offsets
purchased, the actions we have taken in 2017 to reduce
our greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and our plans to
continue reducing our emissions in 2018 and beyond.

By June 30, 2018 VIU’s final CNAR
will be posted to our website at:
viu.ca/sustainability/CarbonNeutralActionReport.asp

Executive Summary
Our Purpose – You Matter Here
As a leader in providing high-quality learning, Vancouver
Island University supports the well-being of the people
of Vancouver Island and coastal British Columbia through
commitment to student success, community engagement
and associated scholarship.
VIU has a responsibility of environmental stewardship
and to demonstrate leadership to our community in
protecting our exceptional natural features. We work
diligently to honour our partnership with the Snuneymuxw
First Nation, on whose territory we live, work, learn and
play, to encourage Indigenous ways of knowing and
respect for the environment.
Through our actions we meet our GHG reduction mandate.
Through our Academic Plan, we enshrine these values into
our daily activities at VIU. Through the Nanaimo Campus
Master Plan we ensure all building, updates and retrofitting
are informed by GHG reduction targets.

New Buildings and Construction
Activities
There are three major construction projects at VIU that are
nearing completion: The Health & Science Centre (HSC),
the Marine, Automotive and Trades Complex (AMTC)
redevelopment and expansion project, and the District
Geo-Exchange Energy project, which uses water trapped
deep underground in the old Wakesiah mine to heat and
cool buildings. These projects will ensure a substantial
improvement in our ability to deliver key programs in a
sustainable way, thanks in part to the LEED-gold and silver
standard certification the buildings are set to receive. The
HSC will increase VIU’s square footage by about eight per
cent. It, along with Shq’apthut: A Gathering Place, will be
heated by the Geo-Exchange, which will mitigate their
impact on VIU’s GHG emissions.
Despite these construction activities, we remained neutral
in our emissions. Both the HSC and the
AMTC will open for the fall 2018 academic year.

Student Engagement
in Sustainability

VIU engaged with the VIU Students’ Union (VIUSU)
to reduce the environmental footprint of students on
campus. VIUSU discontinued the use of plastic straws and
stir sticks in its beverages. There are a variety of student
clubs dedicated to environmental sustainability, including
the Earth Sciences Club, Awareness of Climate Change
Through Education and Research (ACER) and Nurses for
Environmental Action Today (NEAT). Through the Centre
for Experiential Learning (CEL), students can participate in
research projects directly related to their degree, many of
which have an environmental focus such as those in the
Sustainable Tourism Management degree. VIU’s Mount
Arrowsmith Biosphere Region Research Institute employs
students in a variety of research projects that have a direct
impact on the community and most have an environmental
focus. Projects for 2017 included Garry Oak Ecosystem
Mapping project, Forage Fish Spawning Habitat
Monitoring, Wetland mapping and many more.

Initiatives through
the Sustainability Office
The Sustainability Advisory Committee meets monthly to
discuss sustainability initiatives, plan events to come up
with new ways to engage students and employees, and
address any issues or concerns. In 2017 the office hosted
the annual Bike to Work Week, the Active Commute Fair,
The Green Dragons (an event in which students came up
with energy-saving ideas to reduce GHG), and Energy
Naughty or Nice (employees were encouraged to share
how they were saving GHG throughout the holiday
season). The entire institution shuts down all power
sources over the holiday break, only keeping on
emergency systems.

Looking to the Future
The new HSC Applied Environmental Research Lab will contain state-of-the-art instrumentation and real-time geospatial
mapping, which will enable students to complete environmental quality assessments and track hazardous substances
much more quickly and accurately than previously possible.
VIU is always looking for opportunities to work with VIUSU and employee groups to engage all of our people in
becoming more conscious of our environmental impact and how to reduce our personal carbon footprints. We will also be
conducting an electric vehicle test in our fleet, and our new buildings will be open.

Declaration Statement
This Carbon Neutral Action Report for the period January 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017 summarizes our emissions profile,
the total offsets to reach net-zero emissions, the actions we have taken in 2017 to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions
and our plans to continue reducing emissions in 2018 and beyond.
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Greenhouse Gases in Tonnes

Measure

Quantity

CO2

BioCO2 CH4

N2O

TCO2e1

Mobile Combustion (Fleet)

Litres

109,851.75

261.58

10.81

0.02

0.04

284.76

Stationary Combustion,
Estimaed2

Gigajoules

396.78

19.67

0.00

0.00

0.00

19.79

Stationary Combustion,
Reported3

Gigajoules

50,023.95

2480.19

0.00

0.05

0.05

2,494.85

Purchased Energy, Estimated2

Gigajoules

295.10

0.89

0.00

0.00

0.00

0.89

Purchased Energy, Reported3

Gigajoules

49,958.40

149.88

0.00

0.00

0.00

149.88

83.76

0.00

0.00

0.00

83.76

Total Emissions, Calendar Year 2017

2,995.97 10.81

0.07

0.09

3,034

Carbon Neutral or Offset Exempt

18.42

10.81

0.00

0.00

31

Total for Offsets

2,977.55

0.0

0.07

0.08

3,003

Scope 1 (Direct) Emissions

Scope 2 (Indicert) Emissions

Scope 3 (Business Travel and office Paper) Emissions
Office Paper

Packages

4

13,976.00
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